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The Rwanda Genocide
The term genocide is used to define violence against members of a religious, ethnic, national, or even racial group with an aim of destroying the entire group. The name came to be used mostly after World War II when there was a war between the Nazi regime and European Jews. Later on, in 1948, United Nations made a declaration that genocide was an international crime, and the term would be used to refer to horrific acts of violence done during the conflicts in the 1990s (Martin 2015, 9). There have been several incidences across the continent, which have been categorized as genocides. In this essay, the main focus is on the Rwanda Genocide: how it all began, a personal story from a survivor, and different ways that Rwanda has tried to get back on its feet.
History of the Rwanda Genocide
In 1994 between April to mid-July, Rwanda experienced a horrific genocide that leads to the death of more than 500,000 people. Members of the Hutu community initiated the fight against the Tutsi minority group that escalated to a horrific experience. During this period, the international community was not in a position to stop the fight since there were no rules set to enable them to make an intervention. However, this tribunal enabled them to clarify what actions should be taken against such criminal acts.
How Did The Rwandan Genocide Commence?
Approximately 85% of Rwandans were of the Hutus community whereas the remaining percentage belonged to the Tutsi community. In 1959, there was a sudden change of leadership where the Hutus overthrew the Tutsi Empire and many of them had to flee to neighboring countries such as Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania. Some members of the Tutsi group came up with a rebel group known as Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF). In 1990, they used this group to invade Rwanda and the fight extended up to 1993 when a peace agreement was made. On the 6th of April 1994, a presidential plane that carried President Juvenal Habyarimana and his colleague Cyprien Ntaryamira, both belonging to the Hutus community, was shot down and everyone on board was killed. Hutus blamed the RPF group and quickly settled for a plan of organizing a slaughter campaign on Tutsis.
An entire list of government officials was handed over to the militias who went ahead and killed them and their families. So much false information was being spread through radio stations and newspapers which led to so much hate between the two communities. There was so much rivalry between neighbors and this made them turn against each other to a point of husbands killing their wives from the Tutsi community. During that period, the National Identification Cards contained details of someone’s ethnic group hence making it easier for militias to identify Tutsis on roadblocks and slaughter them. Many women from the Tutsi community were killed whereas a few were used as sex slaves.
This experience was so brutal because back then, Rwanda was a small country that was closely controlled using a pyramid-like government. There was a youth wing known as Interahamwe which was used as a militia to carry out the slaughter. At the same time, local groups were given weapons which they used to track and kill specific target groups. Sadly, some religious leaders such as priests and nuns were also convicted of killing people who sort for shelter in the church. This killing spree lasted for 100 days.
After the killing stopped, conditions in the country were terrible since most of the citizens were devastated. Other people were physically damaged while others had to battle with the physiological trauma they experienced. Some citizens fled to other countries to start a new life whereas other people were displaced in their own home country.
An Example of a Survivor’s Story- Eric Murangwa
Eric Murangwa has constantly narrated his survival story on how his Hutu co-player hid him from rioting militias in his house for almost a month. He also describes how another brutal Hutu militia also hid him so that the team would manage to participate in advanced playoff games. Murangwa eventually had to pose as a UN imposter worker so that he could seek refuge at the Hôtel des Mille Collines. Before the genocide, his parents had opened up a small bar and restaurant business in a small town and it was flourishing for a time before Hutu dominated police force began to launch campaigns of harassment. They used to harass his dad and made him make several visits to the police station, failure of that they would find minor reasons to shut his business. The situation became harder for the business and they had to shut it down and move to Kigali in 1983. At this time, Eric was eight years old and he had a hint of things not looking okay at home. In school, he noticed how he and his few friends from the Tutsi community were being singled out during class roll calls and the tension was so high(“The Institute for Visual History and Education”, 2021). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the horrific genocide experience, Murangwa narrates how hard it was for him to live in Rwanda even though he led the national team as a captain. His team had a few Hutu rebels who made it hard for him as a captain since the experiences were fresh in his mind. He, later on, resulted in migrating to Britain for his safety where he lives up-to-date. For him, the month of April is an emotional month that brings both painful memories and gratefulness. it also renews his day-to-day sense of purpose in this world. Using his organization, Football for Hope, Peace, and Unity, Murangwa seeks to spread messages of tolerance, reconciliation, and unity through different annual tournaments in the United Kingdom. He also uses such events to allow his fellow genocide survivors to speak to the players before and after the games.
In 2015, he also team up with another genocide survivor and formed another non-profit organization known as the Survivors Tribune. It brings together survivors of modern genocides who go to schools to spread awareness on the importance of enhancing peace and promoting reconciliation. The two organizations also instill critical thinking skills in the youths so that they can be in a position to make wise and peaceful decisions when crises arise. Eric says that this will help the youth to avoid the mistakes of the past (“The Institute for Visual History and Education”, 2021)
. 
How Can People Across The World Help Rwanda?
The effects of the Rwandan genocide are still felt by the residents of Rwanda up to date. A lot needs to be done so as to help them but as an individual, you can contribute by praying for the survivors of the genocide and the future generations of Rwanda. You can also support a child in Rwanda by paying for their tuition fee or basic needs expenses. Finally, you can contribute to various organizations that are running charity projects in Rwanda.
Organizations such as the World Vision came through by offering life-giving emergency aid to people. They also helped some victims to resettle and orphan children were taken under their care. Programs of enhancing peace and reconciliation were introduced and this served as a foundation for new beginnings that last up to date. The peace program mostly involves sessions where survivors share their personal stories and memories of the genocide. They are also equipped with new ways of managing pain and are also introduced to their journey towards forgiveness. In summary, the key components being taught are the process of mourning, dealing with emotions, and forgiveness (Gerstbauer 2010, 853).
To sum up, the world has a big role to play so as to prevent any occurrence of genocides in the current times. It is upon each individual to spread words of peace and reconciliation and also be mindful of the information we share and circulate on a daily basis. It is upon us to learn from survivors of genocides and encourage programs that enhance our critical thinking skills in times of crisis. Finally, it is kind and important to remember and pay tributes to survivors of such acts of inhumanity and help them rebuild their lives through offering resources. You can also help by contributing to their society both directly and indirectly.
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